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obferved, that the Deal-Floor was neither Zinged nor 
difcolour'd 5 and the Manner of the Fire burning in her 
Body is defcribed as the working of fome inward Caufe, 
and not from the burning of her Cloaths, which were 
only a Cotton Gown and upper Petticoat. 



XVII. An Account of a Quadruped brought 
from Bengal, and now to be feen in Lon- 
don : Prefented by James Parfons, M. D. 




Read j«ne 2 7-Tl E I N G always defirous of lay- 
l 7*s* J^» j n g 5 c f ore t hi s Learned Society 

whatfoevcr appears to me new and curious, I em- 
braced the prefent Opportunity of viewing and 
defcribing this Creature, which I cannot find men- 
tioned by any Natural Hiftorian, nor any Figure ex- 
hibited, in the leaft, like it. Nor is it indeed to 
be wondcr'd at, fince the Beaft was brought to Ben- 
gal, from a very remote Part of the Mogul's Domi- 
nions 1 infomuch that no Perfon at Bengal 'had the 
leaft Knowledge of him. 

The only Hint that fcems to point at this Crea- 
ture, is that mentioned by John Albert de MandeU 
jloe, in his Voyages thro' the Indies, which are pub- 
lished in H a r r i s's Complete Co lie 61 ion of Voyages 
and Travels, N°. 52. p. 775. where he fays, that, 
among the Horfes in the Stables of the Viceroy of 
Goa, he faw " a Beaft called a Biggel, a Creature 
<c much about the Colour and Bignefs of a Rain- 
" deer: Its* Head like that of a Horfe ; its Main like 

a that 
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" that of aa Afs, with black cloven Feet, and two 
" black Horns on his Head/ 1 

This is the Whole of his Account, which is fo 
impcrfeQ:, that it can hardly be thought abfolutely 
to mean this very Beaft before us. The following 
Defcription and Drawing I hope will be found pretty 
exa&'s and may ferve to fhew with which Genus of 
Quadrupeds he may be claffed, and, confequently, 
what proper Name may be given him $ which I fob- 
mit to this learned Society to determine. 

The Creature is a Male, having the Tents and 
Tefticles like thofe of a Deer 5 but, as the Tenis does 
not come very forward, it cannot be fcen in a fide 
View of the Animal. 

The Head is formed like that of a Deer, with a 
rhomboidal Spot of black Hair on his Forehead 5 his 
Ears are dark without, and yellowifti within, with 
dark Spots toward their Edges $ and the Horns rife 
about feven Inches high, bending forwards \ which 
is very particular, becaufc thofe of all other horned 
Animals are dirc&ed Tideways or backward, except 
the Brow-Antlers of fome Kinds of Deer. He keeps 
his Ears in continual Motion, which is an A&ion com- 
mon with Deer, and butts with his Horns as they do. 
His Eyes are black and lively, and the Ridtus Oris is 
long. 

His Neck bends forward like the Deer Kind, but 
is thick and ftrong, fomewhat refembling that of a 
Male Deer in rutting Time. His Mane is thin of 
Hair like that of an Afs, and on the convex Part of 
his Neck forward he has a Tuft of black Hair. 

His Shoulders are thick, and his Breaft pretty broad 
and ftrong, from which a Piece of loofe Skin hangs 
iike the Dewlap of a Cow. 

His 



His Legs arc (lender, with cloven Hoofs like thofc 
Of a Deer. 

His Back rifes, direaiy over his Shoulder, pretty 
high, upon which the Mane, continued from his 
Neck, ends in a Tuft of Hair. 

From the Back of this Bunch or Rifing, his po- 
fterior Parts refemblc thofe of an Afs, having a Tail 
like that of the Afs, only it is flat on the Side next 
the Animal, and convex on the Back, It is about 
two-and- twenty Inches long, and ends with fome 
long Hairs. 

He is of a light Afh -Colour, having a fmooth Coat 
of fhort Hairs, which grow darker, inclining towards 
a black, upon fome Parts Of his Limbs. He has 
fome White under his Belly towards his Breaft, and 
under his Tail, with white Tefticles. 

He feeds on Hay, Grafs, or any kind of Greens s 
and, being tried whether he would eat raw Fkfh, re- 
fufed it. His Keeper fays, when he lies down he 
chews the Cud 5 and his Excrements are like thofe of 

a Deer. 

He is about twelve Hands high to the Top of the 

Bunch in his Back. 

His Keeper fays, he never lies down on either Side, 
but dire&ly upon his Limbs like the Camel, and that 
he rifes as fuddenly as that Beaft. 

There is fomethjng very particular in his Voice, 
which imitates the* creaking Noife of a Child's Rat- 
tle, or the Croaking of fome Birds, rather than the 
Voice of any Quadruped except the Deer, who, 
think, exhibits fomething like it in rutting Time. 

See a Print done frpm the Drawing I made of this Beaft,, 
Tab. Ill* Fig.. 9. 

V 1X1*. 



